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The concept of ecomuseum was created in the 1970s as a new museological 
theory. The ecomuseum removed the walls of traditional museums and expanded the 
space of museums to a larger space: community and landscape. Ecomuseums focused 
on the original cultural and ecological environment giving birth to heritage, and called 
for holistic protection for local heritage. At the same time, they served the local 
community, in which people participated in organizig and managing the ecomuseum 
as hosts. Four ecomuseums were built in Guizhou in the 1990s as the first ecomuseum 
group adhering to the principles of ecomusems. In the context of tourism, they both 
advocated the preservation duty of ecomuseums and the evelopment of communities. 
The paradox of preservation and exploration makes the ecomuseum (village) 
represent a kind of modernity situated between tradition and development—hybrid 
modernity. 
This paper takes Zhenshan Buyi Ecomuseum as a case study, reflects participant 
observation in anthropology, and analyses cultural representation in the ecomuseum 
(village) with a holistic perspective. In the history of Zhenshan village, Family 
Ban/Lee used its half Han, half Yi identity to keep good relations with the central 
government, and took the land along the Haxi River to prosper steadily (Chapter 2).  
From tradition to modernity is a gradual process. However, two historical periods 
in the community have significant influence over the break with tradition. First, the 
construction of Huaxi Reservoir in the 1960s changed the traditional space of the 
village, and later the Cultural Revolution almost cut off all cultural activities.  
Second, the development of tourism since the 1990s has kept reducing available space 
and changing traditions.  
In the light of globalization and industrialization, ethnic groups are pursuing 
modern life. But if their ethnic tourism motivates them to succeed, they also need to 
keep certain aspects of ethnic character in order to attract tourists. Therefore, the 
modernity in the ecomuseum (village) represents a hybrid feature: traditional 
agriculture is changing for tourism (Chapter 3); kinship links are weakening and the 
big clan is breaking up (chapter 4); religious belief is secularizing (chapter 5); and 















characteristics of modernity—the construction of the nation-state, the rupture with 
tradition, industrialization—produce paradox and conflict along with the 
development. 
By describing and illuminating the coexistence of traditional and modern culture. 
We can see that in the context of tourism, ethnic culture represents a kind of hybrid 
modernity, which is based on the conflict between preservation and exploration as 
well as the paradox of modernity itself. Moreover, this state of affairs will persist for a 
long period while tradition and modernity are wrestling and intertwining.  
The principle of ecomuseums coincides with hybrid modernity. It emphasizes 
preserving local heritages, but never stops development. In this sense, it is a 
laboratory for observing and recording the dialectic of tradition and change. Hence, 
paying attention to the representations of modernity i  different periods is one of the 
most important tasks in the practice of ecomuseums.  
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